[Evaluation of ciprofloxacin versus amoxicillin + clavulanic acid or erythromycin for the empiric treatment of community-acquired pneumonia].
For the empiric management of community-acquired pneumonia, ciprofloxacin (750 mg b.i.d.) was compared with two antibiotics frequently used in this indication, i.e., amoxicillin + clavulanic acid and erythromycin. One hundred and forty-two patients were randomized in this prospective study. Among them, the 63 patients with bacteriologically documented disease were evaluated. Clinical recovery was achieved in 73.3% of patients in the ciprofloxacin group (22/30) versus 81.8% of patients in the amoxicillin + clavulanic acid or erythromycin group (27/33) (non-significant difference). Clinical failures seen with ciprofloxacin were found to be correlated with recovery of Streptococcus pneumoniae. Ciprofloxacin is effective in pneumonia but should be used only in cases where Streptococcus pneumoniae can be excluded as the causative agent.